) and the realization of several new initiatives of the organization that would help to enhance its standing and our specialty. The Officers and Board of Directors, the Council, Committee and Special Committee Chairs and members, the Editorial Boards of the WAO Web site and the World Allergy Organization Journal, and the staff all helped to achieve the presidential mandate. The WAO Member Societies worked enthusiastically with WAO to receive and promote our programs and collaborate on initiatives and publications.
In my 2008-2009 presidential mandate, I wanted to focus on the theme of "Innovation in Continuity," and to achieve this WAO embarked on 6 specific initiatives:
1. Strengthen the pillars of WAO: science, education, advocacy 2. Deepen WAO's relationship with other scientific societies worldwide 3. Exploit Internet technology and the WAO Web site (www.worldallergy.org) to reach every allergist in the world 4. Empower the World Allergy Organization Journal (www.waojournal.org) 5. Use WAO surveys as a leading initiative 6. Make the XXI World Allergy Congress the most successful to date.
INITIATIVE 1. STRENGTHEN THE PILLARS OF WAO: SCIENCE, EDUCATION, AND ADVOCACY
Research opportunities, important publications, and educational programs were the major outcomes of WAO's priority to strengthen the foundation on which it was founded.
Science
Long-term and short-term research fellowships enabled 2 junior clinicians to travel to an international host center for a period of training in research. WAO/Nycomed Research Fellowships supported international research placements for 8 young clinicians to learn a new research or clinical technique.
A WAO study, "Epinephrine: the drug of choice for anaphylaxis" was published in Allergy in 2008 and reproduced as a supplement in the World Allergy Organization Journal, led by Estelle Simons and an ad hoc committee of the WAO Special Committee on Anaphylaxis. 1 She also worked with the Special Committee to prepare a WAO position paper, "World Allergy Organization Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of Anaphylaxis," which was copublished with the Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology in 2011.
The evidence and GRADE-based paper authored by the WAO Food Allergy Special Committee was published in 2010, "World Allergy Organization (WAO) Diagnosis and Rationale Against Cow's Milk Allergy (DRACMA) Guidelines" and was ratified in 2011 as a WAO Position Paper. 3 Pediatric Allergy and Immunology copublished the DRACMA Guidelines as a supplement.
Another global initiative regarding the delivery of immunotherapy by the sublingual route, an exciting therapeutic strategy gradually being adopted by allergy communities throughout the world, resulted in the completion of a WAO Position Paper. In addition to the SLIT initiative, a special WAO task force focused on allergen-specific immunotherapy prepared a document about whose aim is captured by its title, "Speaking the Same Language: The World Allergy Organization Subcutaneous Immunotherapy Systemic Reaction Grading System." It was published in the Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology in 2010. 6 WAO delegates attended a meeting held in Berlin, December 2008, to contribute to new guidelines on urticaria, "EAACI/GA 2 LEN/EDF/WAO Guideline: Definition, Classification and Diagnosis of Urticaria," which was published in Allergy in 2009 7 and "EAACI/GA 2 LEN/EDF/WAO Guideline: Management of Urticaria" in the same issue. 8 Other WAO position papers were developed and published to support and promote the specialty of allergy and help set standards for clinical practice and training and are as follows:
• "What is an allergist? A position statement of the WAO Specialty and Training Council." 9
• "Requirements for physician competencies in allergy: key clinical competencies appropriate for the care of patients with allergic or immunologic diseasesda position statement of the World Allergy Organization."
10
• "Recommendations for competency in allergy training for undergraduates qualifying as medical practitionersd a position paper of the World Allergy Organization."
11
WAO produced another publication, the first "State of World Allergy Report: Allergy and Chronic Respiratory Diseases", which published in the World Allergy Organization Journal (WAO Journal) in 2008, 12 to stress the importance of providing national allergy services for the burgeoning numbers of allergy patients in the world, and this downloadable online resource is a useful resource for allergists and allergy societies wishing to improve local allergy service provision.
I am personally indebted to the Chairpersons, all of the members of the Committees, and the WAO staff for the outstanding work they did.
Education
WAO continued its educational outreach globally with its Global Resources In Allergy and Immunology (GLORIA). International placements were hosted in Singapore, the Philippines, Georgia, Honduras, India, Dubai, and Bangladesh. In the United States, in association with the American College of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology, 25 placements were hosted at regional and local allergy society meetings. Also successful were WAO seminars and conferences, which supported invited lecturers in South Africa, Mongolia, Argentina, the United Arab Emirates, and Italy. Four successful "World Allergy Forum" symposia were held at the annual meeting of the American Academy of Allergy Asthma and Immunology and the Congress of the European Academy of Allergy and Immunology (EAACI). In addition to these live lectures and symposia, all the associated materials such as abstracts and slides can be accessed on the WAO Web site. Eighty-four "travel grants" were awarded to young scientists to attend and present their work at the XI World Allergy Congress in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 2009. 14 This is a great achievement for the field of allergy and for the World Allergy Organization. I would like to personally congratulate coeditors, Ruby Pawankar, Stephen Holgate, and Richard Lockey, and all of the authors.
INITIATIVE 2. DEEPEN WAO'S RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES WORLDWIDE
As noted in the discussion above of education and advocacy efforts, partnerships with other scientific societies flourished in many ways during these 2 years. Other collaborations are described below.
• WAO contributed to the GA 2 
INITIATIVE 3. EXPLOIT WEB TECHNOLOGY AND THE WAO WEB SITE: "WE SHOULD REACH EVERY ALLERGIST IN THE WORLD"
WAO is indebted first to Richard Lockey, Juan Carlos Ivancevich, and the WAO staff for their outstanding work and dedication to these WAO online initiatives.
The WAO Web site at www.worldallergy.org is designed to provide easy access worldwide to allergy and clinical immunology knowledge and information. The Drug Allergy Special Committee conducted a survey on in vivo methods used in the diagnosis of allergic reactions to major drug classes. The information obtained will be the first step to reaching a global consensus about the best way to diagnose drug hypersensitivity reactions and sharing the clinical expertise on this major clinical problem.
The Evidence Based Medicine and Methodology Special Committee developed a survey to establish educational needs in Evidence-Based Medicine for an Evidence-Based Medicine workshop during WAC 2011.
In collaboration with regional and global allergy and respiratory organizations, the WAO Climate Change and Allergy Special Committee piloted a survey to ascertain the extent of the effect of climate change on allergen prevalence and disease expression. The World Allergy Organization Journal published a review article by the Special Committee in 2011, "Climate Change, Migration, and Allergic Respiratory Diseases: An Update for the Allergist." 15 The Clinical Trials in Allergy and Clinical Immunology Special Committee developed a preliminary survey to investigate the value of creating a global network of allergy research centers in association with GA 2 LEN and EAACI.
INITIATIVE 6. MAKE THE XXI WORLD ALLERGY CONGRESS THE MOST SUCCESSFUL TO DATE
Buenos Aires, Argentina, was the location of WAO's biennial World Allergy Congress (WAC 2009) from December 6 to 10, and brought together a faculty of international standing and delegates from around the world for a total of 5110 in attendance and with 84 travel grants awarded. Allergic diseases affect hundreds of millions of people throughout the world, and the prevalence is increasing, impacting the public health of all nations. Ongoing research provides new information that can be applied to the daily practice of medicine. That is why, every 2 years, the Congress is the most exciting international gathering of allergists and other related specialties from all over the world (Figs. 1-3 ).
CONCLUSIONS
To conclude, I would like to extend a sincere thank you to the WAO Board of Directors and special thanks to the members of the Executive Committee who were always supportive and collaborative. A particular mention should be made of the WAO staff for their involvement and dedication. Without all of them, I would not have been able to accomplish such a productive presidential mandate.
